Chairman’s Annual Report 2020/2021
St Nicholas Hurst Parish Council
Parish Meeting - May 24th 2021

My fifteenth report as Chairman of St Nicholas Hurst Parish Council.
Due to the Covid pandemic, we had to run the whole year by virtual meetings. Despite the
remote working, our Clerk Maria was quick to re-arrange us and embrace this new way of
working.
Part of reaching out to our large, and in parts, remote parish, was our volunteer leaflet. This
helped us to support the community throughout this very difficult period.
Other groups to mention are firstly the team on the Hurst Community Facebook page - this
provided a one stop shop for information and help, and secondly, Chocoholics for providing
gifts of goodie bags to our elderly and vulnerable - well done all!
Our village shop and Post Office have been a lifeline to many residents, again the team
provided an essential service to many in the village.

Hurst COVID 19 Volunteer and resident support leaflet

Precept (Hurst Parish Council tax) for 21/22
Annual amount went from £43,400 to £44,700 - increase of £1.48 per resident, per annum.
Grants
Hurst Bowling Club

£1,000

Keep Mobile

£500

Citizen’s advice bureau

£500

Community Orchard
Great to see so many residents using the Orchard during lockdown.
We have now completed phase 2, with additional trees along the boundary, areas of wild
flower meadow have been planted and our new sign.
We are planning a log hive with St Nicholas Primary school which will be completed during
June.

Allotments

Councillor Curry took over the running of the allotments for the PC, following the sad death
of Howard Larkin. A memorial bench for Howard is currently in production and will be
placed in the allotments.
During the year we have made various improvements to the area, including new gates
alterations to the entrance and tidying up of the compost area.
Works should be complete in June.

St Nicholas night
With no activities permitted, St Nicholas night celebrations were cancelled, although we
still went ahead with the Christmas tree and lights. Many thanks to Suzy and Reddy Watt
for donating the tree this year.

Speed monitoring
We continued to carry out “speed watch”, working with councillors and residents. My
thanks to Paul Palmer and Ken Curry for their help and support.
We also purchased a new display device that is designed to give instant results. The unit has
been operational in Lodge Road, The Street and Hinton Road. A great reaction from
residents has been received.
Images from Forest Road, Hinton Road, Wokingham Road /A321 and Davis Street.

Bulb Planting
During November we planted around 5000 daffodil bulbs with the help of residents.
Locations include our entrance signs, around the pond area, the entrance into Hurst from
Twyford and the Community Orchard.

Finally, I would like to say, on behalf of the residents, a huge thankyou to all councillors
who volunteer their time in providing an essential service to the community.
Sadly, four councillors decided not to stand again in this year’s election. So, on behalf of
the Parish Council and Hurst, we would like to express our appreciation and thanks to
Councillors Mansfield, Pilgrim, Stephenson and Turvey.

Wayne Smith

